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f”"LM The troutl are secreasing end everything
0"%’(;} is decreusing, herring, trout, menominee,
ﬁ:::iﬂ“;' whitefish, and everything else. They ere
i“uw"not here this summer at an)y rate. Last
jp’“’ summer there wag8 not as food fishing arocund
Cheboyran as ithere wes the summer before,
but there was food fishing on the T.ake }ich-
igan side of the Streits. Just as good
whitefishing there & ycar ago as there ever
wvas I ruess. the fish we caught up there
a yeer ugo were just as rood size as a man
could wamt, and what fish we could catch

this summer were pood big fish.

" ¥We fish 4 1-2 inch mesh rill nets, &nd
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the pound nets, the lacgest is o 1=-2 in the
erib,

In the 1ill nets we wo0.uld not catch any=
thins less then 1 1=2 1b, dressed. Ve
caurht nearly all whitefisgh this spring, but
thet was not many. We fish in the spring
at Vaubeshank .l.ifght House, That is right
up the Straits here about 36 miles. It is
on the gouth shore ahout 13 miles beyond
tackinaw Tity. There are not yenerally\any
whitefigh here at any time of the year, but
a fellow here thig suammer ot & codprle of
tons alons in June with a sail boat, ihere
is not as rood fishing in the north part of
J.ake Huron as there 18 in the norih jart of
I.ake ichifan. The £ill net fishing 2
years aro was just &as rvod her<¢ as anywhere,
but last summer there were 2 boats fishing

out of here and they did not moke their

expenses, but the gummer before that one man



fished out of here with one hoat and made
rbout £1,500,

They tish sll the way from 4 to 4 miles
off shore {:om Bois Rlanc Island in from 25
to 50 fathoms. Spectacle Reef is one of
our jrincipel fishing grounds. There is
rood trout fishines there in the summer, or
was at least,

In the past there were 4 tugs fi ghinpg out
of here one spring and 2 or 4 sail bosats.
Thet 18 4 yeurs afro,--2 of Connables and 2
of Pooth's turs, There i3 a t4g been fish-
inrs out arouand here from Detoar this summer
gso I heard, bui did not see it, The boats
which fish out from here would not indicute
how much fishing was going on in this re-
Fion. fonnable had a couple of tugs at
Yackinaw City this spring and set a few
nets, and then the Agitator, one of Rooth's

pigs, was here, I puess the danand for



figh around there (Muckinaw) is just for the
summer resident s,

This sjring we could noi sell fresh flish
at &8ll antil about the first of July. I
think the hard times have affecrted it a good
deal, 08t of thu fish around here are
shipped 1o Chicero, but a few to letroit,

Puaring July ani Aagrust there are very few
fishing fill nets, i'o8t everybody la)s ar
their nets during those months. Ve 3svart
in a8 soon as the ice goes out, and ithen
omit those two months, and then berin erain
the first of 3epte .her, Ye el the hest
fell fishing in October for trout, and
Yovembher for whitefish, In loveuber we
calc.ilate to go to lamnond's "ay this fall
for whitefi sh. There is senerally good
fishing up at %eubeshanks in the fall for
whit ef'i gsh, YWe et most of the whitefish in

November, but we get more trout than we do



whitefiah, (et more trout in October,
There is & bigrer fishing in iovember for
whitefish than at any other time of the
year, You cannos drive a pound net on the

spawning ground for whitefish as it is gen-

"erally stony grouand and you sannot get a

pound net in.

The mesh in the gill nets is 4 1-2 for
summer fishing and 5 1«2 in the fall for
both whitefish and trout, We c&tch larger
fish in the fall. For menominee we use 3
inech mesh, Xe have regular places for
ugsing the menominee gill nets. Cannot
catch &«ny menominees where you catgch white-
figh and trout. Very seldom get a whitefimh
where we catch the menominee, but get a few
trout. You hardly ever get a menominee in
more than 80 or 90 Teet of water, and gen-
erally soft muddy bottom, egpecially in the

summer time, You gsan eatch them most all



summer, and spring and fall, and even in the
winter, they assem to be all over wherever
I have been in that depth of water, or
sourge in the fall they are in shallew water
to spawn, They spawn later than the white-
fish, About the first of NDesemher they
start to spawn., The whitefish begin spawn-
ing about rovembar 1, end sometimes a little
later, and sometimes & little earlier, The
bulk of their gspawming is the fore part of
November, The trout spawn in Oetober,

They do not spawn musch in September. They
come ashore then, but they are arocund shal-
low water quite a while before they spawn,

A pood rig around here is about 100 nets.
The nets are about 500 feet long. A tug
generally fishes about 38 nets in e gang,
and has 4 gangs, and their nets are all 800
feet long. iiere they have to 1lift every

4 days generally. They fish 3 gangs here



in the spring early sometimes. In the
spring we ret a good many whitefish in our
£ill nets, but do not ecatech the. in Lake
Huron, e get out here this sring and
made 3 lifts and only got one fisgh. Ye
always sel our nets on the bottom.

In the gill nets we take trout, whitefieh
and menominees. et no wall-eyed pilke 10
speak of. (ol O or 4 last week in the
menominee gill nets. Get & few shovel~-
nosed pike, and a few perech and herring
mixed in. Do nolv get any black bass in the
£ill nets, nor catfishes, nor sturgeon, Do
not get any rogk or ealico bass, or sheeps-
head. ¥e ret the lawyers and suckers.
Never saw, or heard of, a moon-eye.

We ret quite & few long jaws sometimes
with the menominees in the fall. Do not
get the blue fin. The long=jaw you ean

hardly tell from a herring, only their under



jaw sticks out, but a rerulesr black fin is a
4ifferent fish altorether. A blaek fin is
just about like a whitefish, only thelr

fins are black,. They are ahout the sgme
size as the long-jaw, I never saw any that
would =meigh over 2 1-2 lbs, I do not think
they would average much over.l 1-2 1b,

The herring will aversge 1-4 1b, apiece.
They will probably be about 8 inshes long on
an average.

¥ith the small hogts we leave the nets

-

i~ rﬁi’ out about 3 nights. The fish will stay in
good condition that length of time, - May be
once in a while a bad one, but as @ rule
they are all right,
There was a fellow from Netour had tugs
CV"‘Q M:ro ® long time ago. It must be 12 or 18
years ago, They fished this place out once
before you know; that was sbout 8 years ago;

80 that they could not cateh anything. They
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4id i1t with tugs. And they threw the offul
in the lake and T think that hurt the fish-
ing also. That is not a rood practice, and
I have an idea that ig what is the metter
with that place up at Waubeghanks. I do
not think they threw any in there this sum-
mer to amount to anything, but they did a
year ago, because you would get your nets
full of it there gefter 2 gale of wind, Now
they generally take the offal upr to the
dumping rrounds.

They simply fished it out here and then
et it alone for 3 or 4 years and it was
about a8 rood as ever, They fished out
both trout ana v};it efish znd the whitefigh
never came back; hut the trout aia. There
was good fishing for whitefish before that.
The trout live on herring and srmll fish.

I think whitefish will PAgy out on these

lakes before long samyway, there is 80 much



ol

10

dirt around.

Ve get harder figh in the pound nets
because they are uall alive when we take
them, but would get a larger fish in the
€ill nete and ocan sell them for just as good
& priece. A fish thaet ig too soft to sell
fregh can be salted all right, and there are
always more or less salt figh from gill net
fish.

I think the reason the fish are descreas-

dir
car™

ing is because there are so many of them
caught. I think fishing small mesh pound
4 ’“ﬂ‘ nets has more to do with the deerease than
an, thing else, The moat of them generally
fish 2 1-2 inch mesh. Théy are u#llowed
to figh a small mesh for herring and menowmi-
nees. The repular gi ze for herring is
b 2 1-2 and for whitefish 3 1-3. You cannot
rﬁywéﬂ catoh herring on the whitefish grounds when

a@ﬂﬂ*’“’ the whitefish are thers. They set the fine
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mesh nets on the whitefish grounis, 1 saw
13 whitefish this spring that just weirhed

1 1b., after they were dressed. It is all
rigsht to use 2 1«2 inech mesh if you use it
in the proper place, and proper time, and
you will not get any whitefish at gll.

In the fall is the time for herring--in
Ostober and Noveuwber, You can generally
catch them on the same groands the vhitefish
are on in the spring, but there will not be
eny whitefish there in the fall, I think
they should not be &llowed 1o put those
snell pound nets in at all in the apring.
They 4o not want to put & herring net in
over 30 feet, They catch whitefish in the
spring in 12 feet sometimes. You might get
& few herring through the spring and summer
here, but it would not pay to fish for them
then, Some have made a business of catch-

ing herring here, but it is a small business.
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The herring left here all at oncece about 6

Years ago. There was 8 time when one man

3
upr here about ¢ miles put up 1,200 packages
of herring one fall with one net, but you
cannot do it now.
P I never heard of uny one catching menomi-

/MZ;,W*M”” nees in the pound nets much. Thet is a

gill-net fish, and about the only way you
c¢an catch them.

I guess there is more pound netiing than

7
<
4. gill netting around here, even taking the
tuge into ceonsideration,
There ig not much spearing here in the
JW“?;;? winter, They take only trout amd they are
s .

large ones.
I do not think the offal should be throwm
;¢u4&‘t. baek into the water, Sawdust Jdoes not
'1’7’ bother us any, but the logs do, They temr
our nets all to pleces in a gale of wind,

Thege 0ld sunken logs travel on the bottom
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when there is a gale of wind or a current.
The rafts do not bother us any. The bark
does some, but I do not supposge therv ig any
help for that, We get lots of hark in owr
nets in the deep holes around here, If we
get m good dose of it we throw the nets
avay. We are troubled a good deal by
clinkers arcund here. They are a harad
thing on the néts. The gill nets would not
suffer from the sawdust much but you take
these shingle mills along the shore and they
throw all their refuse wood into the water.
There is a good deal of that sinks, and it
tears the nets. I think there is a law
againet their throwing it in the river, but
40 not know how it is in the lake. There
are mills that throw their refuse into the
lakes. You take these milles around here
they generally dispose of their refuse, all

exc et this warer mill up here jon the river),
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and they throw their sawdust and a good part
of their refuse into the river, Some days
you will see this river covered with it.
They have a gang, bat I do not know how it
works. I know they put a good deal of rthekr
sawdust in that field there, but there is a
good deal of it comes down the river also.
I do not know wheither the tannery is doing
eny harm o< not, I knov they must throw
Qquite a lot of stuff in the river, because
it has shanged the color of the water since
they have been here, but I 40 not know how
it affects the fish. I think the wall-eyed
pike, perch and shovel-nosed pickerel sfawm
around the river herae. I 10 not think meny
sturgeon go in the river, and we do not have
many sturgeon about here anyway.

I think there ghould be different regu-

lations in regard to pound nets than there

. are now, I do not think they should be al-

loved to fish small mesh pound nets in the
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sprins at all, The proper size megh for
the herring netg would bhe 2 1-2 inches, and
ithey should be zllowed to fish that only in
1he fall. I Jo not think they should be
t.llowed to fish them on whitefish spawning
grounds, but I 4o not know as it would make
a great deal of difference as you scannot
catch many sitall whitefish Lhere anyway.
The gmall ones 40 not seem to spawn,

In the ordinary pound nete the :iesh
should not be less than 3 1-4 or 3 1l-2. A
4 inch mesh would let & pretiy big whitefigh
through, and I would prefer 3 1-2 inch. A
4 inch mesh would let & No.l whitefigh
through, weighing 1 1-¢ lbs. d-essed.

I think there should be some kind of law
to stop them throwing offal in the lake.
Tiring the spawning time of whitefish I sup~
pose it would be a good thing to have a

close season, but I do not see what differ-



enge there is in the time of year you catsh
them, If you catoh a whitefigh in the
spring you ure destroying just a&as much spawn
as though you ceught him in the fall. I
think it would probably be a good thing to
have a close season,howsver, There is an
awful lot of fish caught when they are
spawning.

r;f“’y I do not think there should be any 0.2
J/W:;M whitefigh caught at all. I never sey very
M many small trouat caught, I should not

think they ought to catech any smaller trout
than they do whitefigh.
77"‘"" ’,./ If vhe pound nets werc 100 close they
M would soon catch all the fish.out and would
not get any at all, I think if these lakes
/F”,"Z were let alone for a few years there would
["f’?ﬂ be piles of fish here.

—_ There is no very good place for getting

””1“/ . whitefish eggs about here. The best place

et
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I know of is Netour. There were no fish
planted herc this summer at all, I 4o not
think it would pray for a man to some around
here in the fuall for what whitefish egrcs he
could get. There might be some aroand Ham~
mond's Ra), but I 40 not think it would pﬁy.
Ve ure 108 miles from Alrena here. Ham=-
mond's ey is shout 20 miles from here,
ihere is & bhif current in these Stiraits at
times.

Ye put lime on our gill nets to keep
them. Ve wash them with it once & munth.
I; cuts the slime and everything off. G111
nctg will last renerally about 2 seasons.

There are places on the Cenada shore, at
Serpent River, where they take sturgeon.

I saw 150 taken out of 5 pound nets shout

H vears afo.






